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_ beg the 98h, vis 


A Arie e reeſpaſſed on your 
Patience before, I my hope for the 
readier Excuſe if 1 trouble you for 
once, and 1 give you my Word that 


no indulgence all encourage me to make 3 Cuſtom 
k of it. f * 


25 Lords, 
I always under "Ty ad” ths: Toforatton=4 was 
meant as an Eaſe to tender Confciences, and not an 


Indulgence to hardned ones. The Act to prevent Oc- 
caſional Conformity corrects only a particular Crime 


of particular Men; ic concerns no other Set of Diſ- 


ſemers,. but thoſe Followers of Judas who came to the 


Lord's Supper to ſell and betray him; this Crime, 
however palliated or defended, even by ſome reve- 
rend Fathers of the Church, is no leſs than making 
the God of Truth as it were in Perſon ſubſervient td 
Acts of-Hypocrily ; ;. no leſs than ſacrificing the — 


than their Bre 


8 (4a) 


* 


The bare receiving the Holy Euchariſt could ne- 
ver be intended {imply as a Qualification for anOffice, 


which in Juſtice calls for Correction, and in-Gharicy 
F DT WD” Ws Pe 


but as an open Declaration, and indubitable Proot 


of being a ſincere Member of the Church. Whoever 
preſumes to receive it with any other. View profanes 
it, and may be ſaid to ſeek his Preferment in this 
World, by eating and drinking to his own Damna- 
Un In the hcl, FW". fx MAW © 
Ari very ſurpgizing to hear (Merke H Di//enter s 

7 d and. atacnifgd vichin theſe Walls, 


y © 


for who is he amongſt us that cannot tell of ſome An- 


ceſter eicher Sequefter'd or Marcher'd by. them. It 


is notonoufly known that they brought the Royal 


Marty rag the Block, but to extenuate that Guilt in 


* . 1 w# 6 # rn « . 
favour of the Presbyterians, it ſee ms to be inſinuated 


Zion, .W Ba 12 ces, what” Inſtruments, upon what 
Terms Had che relaxt to the King? Upon no better 
tha | Hug the Scots had invited him before, 
to have an infignificant Tool of a King, a Cypher ot 
a King, to walk in their Leading ſtrings, To te- 
ito e,chem{elves, not him, co Dominion was their 
5 Aim, they groaned under the Oppreſſion of o- 
ther Sectaries, alter having been themſelves the grea- 


by..a very learned, Lord, that they perform d good 
Offices ar _Jait, Fi were Inftruments.in the Reſtora- 
Tr 


teſt Qppreffors of Mankind, nor had they any other 


ats of ar ri vin gat Deliverance (or Revenge rather) 
but by recovering Royal Power under à nominal 
King. This General AdonE well knew who was privy 


to ckeit Int. igues, and hence aroſe all the Difficulties 
that incumbred him in the profecution of, his own 


Scheme: He was under a Neceflity of making uſe 


of their Diſcontent, and could neither intirely truſt 


or throw them off: But that the Monarchy was re- 


ſtored 


1 


deal Body and Blood of our Saviour to worldly and || 
finiſter Purpoſes. An Impiety of the higheſt Nature, 
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ſtoted free and . the Church re-eſtabli- 
ſhed pute and undefiled was owing to his Virtue and 
good Conduct; no thanks to che-Presbyterians. _,. 
Not Was K. C. ſcarce warm in his Throne, before. 
they broke out into a ne Rebe lion, and continued 
inceflaat Diſturbers of his whole Reign, ſometimes 
with ſham Plots, and ſometimes wich real ones. 
It Was likewiſe obſerved by the fame; learned Lord, 
cht they were hardly uſed, Fined, Banithed, and 
Imptiſoned, be it fo; but twas not upon a Religious 
Account; they might be puniſhed for breach of the 
* Law, diſturbing che publick Peace, for illegal Meet- 
ins and Aſſemblies; and other States Crimes, but 
What was there more in that than the pteſent Cale of 
the ;Nongurors. 73 


1 
4 


-  The-Clemency of that Reign, even to  Diſſenters, 
Haas been ſufficiently vindicated by a noble Earl, who 
was call'd up (by ſome Reflections which tell from a 
reverend Prelate) to give an Account of the intended 
Comprehenſion. The Church opened her Arms, 
the Clergy and Prela tes, the King condeſcended to 
invite them with all che Temptations of Indulgence, 
and Chriſtian Charity, but what was the Return? 

is _—— but a morote haughty . Deportment, ſevete 

> Contradictions: or ſullen Evaſions ; they ſcorned to 
ener our Churches as Brechren and fellow Chriſtians, 

but as Conquerors and Plunderers, they have no 
Grace but what is founded in Dominions. Their be- 
Haviour in the ſubſequent Reign of K. J. is freſh in 
_,* every ones Memory; that unhappy Prince was un- 
done by giving Attenſion to their Addreſſes, and 
depending upon their Promiſeeees. 
But tis laid they have been not only quiet ſince, 
but have appear'd Zealous for the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and no wonder, for who but themſelves or 
their Favourers have been thought worthy to be 
gountenanced. | Py by ah 
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A noble Lord inquiring into the Reaſon of the pre- 
fenc univerſal Diſcontent (for ſuch I find it is agreed 
to be on all Hands) has been pleaſed to impute it to 
mis- conduct in the Adminiſtration; a little unluckily 
I confeſs, ſince it was anſwer'd That at the Time 


when that Diſcontent moſt flamed, his Lordſhip him- 


ſelf was at the Read of the Adminiſtration. 

Another noble Lord very deſervedly in a high Sta- 
tion, charg'd it upon Fate, the malignity of the 
Stars, a certain unnaccountable Diſpoſition in the 
Heavens, for which there is no apparent Reaſon nor 
A eee $0 ö 


But the Reaſon is plain, flagrant and notorious; 


the early Impatience and Preſumption of Diſſenters, 
their inlolent and undiſſembled Expectations, their 
open Inſults of the Clergy, their fixing Bills on our 
Churches with this ſcandalous Inſcription, 4 Houſe 
to he Let: Their publick Vindication of the Murder 
of K. Charles ; their vile Reflections on the Memory 


of Queen Anne, for ever dear to the People of Eng- + 
land, beſides many other indecent arrogant Provo- 


cations (too many to enumerate) was too much to 
bear. fo that the Violences that enſued let the Ag- 


gte ſſors anſwer for: But then their acting all this 


not only with impunity but with.a Reward our of 


che publick Treafure was more than a ſufficient 
. Ground for Jealouſie. | w ond 


A noble Duke ſeems with ſome Warmth to have 


taken Offence, that the Reman Catholicks and Diſſenters 


have been mentioned in the Debate upon the ſame 
Level, whereas their Religion is High Treaſon. But 


I never yet underſtood that their Religion was High 
Treaion; indeed I have heard that it might be High 
Treaſon to make Converts to it; and by the ſame. 


Reaſon the Reformed Religion may be High Treafon 
in Popiſh Countries. But if we may compare them 
with the Diſſenters, upon a Foot of Merit with re- 


ſpect to the Government, the Carbolicks, as far as has 


been 


. 
been yet made to appear, have infinitely the Advan» 
tage. To whom do we owe our Magna Cbarta? TO 
our ancient Barons unreferm'd ; and were there not 
as many ſtruggles for Liberty before the Reformation 
ances... | | „„ Is 

To whom do we owe the Revolution but to Ca- 
tholick Powers? Even the Pope himſelf United to 
encourage and ſupport the Prince of Orange in his 
Undertaking - | 5 VVV 
To whom do we owe our preſent Security in the 
Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, but to the moſt Potent, the 
moſt Arbitrary, the moſt Famous for Perſecution of - 
all the Popiſh Powers, the moſt inveterate and im- 
placable Enemies of the Proteſtant Perſwaſion, France, 
Savoy, and the Emperor. Aud have not the Mini- 
fters one after another aſſur'd us, that theſe mortal 
Enemies to our Souls in another World, ace our only 
Guarrantees for our Salvation in this. 

Our Proteſtant Brethren the States, were neither 
conſulted nor intruſted, but ſeem to have been left 
like Slaves to follow the Dictates of Great- Britain and 
France, and to Accecd implicity at their Peril; they 
have however thought fit hitherto. to Diſſent, tho”. 
perhaps they may in time occaſionally Conform, as 
Circumſtances may happen to preſs. But till then, 
our only truſty Allies are our good Catholick Friends. 

If any Man can fay as much tor the Diſſenters, let 
him ſpeak ; the ceverend Prelates who bave exerted. 
in this Debate, having been prepar'd to fulminate a- 
gainſt the Teſt, without being admitted into the Se- 
cret of withdrawing the Queſtion, have unfortunately 


imploy'd their Quiyers in the Air. 


* One indeed there is, who muſt not be forgot, who 
wandring beyond the reſt in a long Hiſtorical Col- 
lection from Pamphlets and Libels, has let himſelf 


* Dr. Gibſon, Biſhop Lin —: 
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lovfe againft the Sacred Memory of the Royal Martyr ; 
he hasaccufed him, if not of all Popery, of half Popery, ” 
very near Pepery, almoſt all Popery; why would he not 
ſpeak out? For what means this School Diſtinction, 
berwixt almoſt all a Papif, and quite. Hard Fate of 
the beſt of Men and of Kings. 7 12 Fon w 07 

He who renounced the Purple to preferve the 


Lawn, who dyed for the Church, and who is com- 


memorated as a Martyr for the Church, is yet ex- 
pos d within an Age after his Deſcent from the Scaf- 
fold to the Grave, to be murther'd over again in 
Fame, even in the ſupreme Court of Judicature bya 
Succeſſor in that venerable Order, that very Epiſco- 
pacy, for which he Sacrificed bis Liberty, his Life, 
The execrable Wretch who ſever'd his Head from 


his Body, perform'd the Inhumane Office in a Mask; 


but this holy Executioner, who cuts what the Ax- 
could not hurt, what the Regecides could not take 
from him, his good Name, has not been aſham'd to 
attempt it bare fac'd. It grieves me that this Ani- + 
madverſion ſhould fall to my Lot, to the Lot of any 
private Lord: I was in hopes a General Indignation 
would have warm'd this noble Aﬀembly, to have 


made it their own Act to reprcehend ſuch irreverend 


Slanders, as would have much better become a De- 
ſcendant from Bradſhaw, than a Succeſſor of Laud; 
but J ask Pardon, this unlucky Reflection may have 
tranſported me too far. In a Word, that I may not 
appear prejudic'd to Merit in any Man, Iwill con- 
clude, with this Motion, that a Liſt be laid before 
us of ſuch Diſſenters by Name, as have in any Kind 
merited from the Publick, and I will moſt readily 
come into any Meaſures that may diſtinguiſhthem and 
WWW > oo 906ES 179% 01045 
God forbid but * 38 ive all their De- 
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